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In the claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A push-push latch attached to a storage 
compartment having a door that moves between an opened position and a closed 
position^ said push-push latch comprising: 

a track member defining a generally heart shaped track having a generally 

V-shaped notch; 

a guide member that moves within said track to facilitate positioning said 
compartment door in the dosed position when said guide member rests in the V- 
shaped notch; 

wherein said track meinber is molded from a polymer and includes an 
integrated retaining section adjacent said V-shaped notch and an opening a 
^wffiftfil connecting said V-shaped notch heart shaped traok and said retaining 
fifitcHn tif wherein said ot)ening has a width dimension le ss than the width 
rfitYiAnsinn of Said guide member; and 

wherein when the compartment door is in Ihe closed position and the 
guide member is positioned in the V-shaped notch and when subjected to a force 
greater than a predetermined value said guide member is forced throu^ ca i d 
channel directly from said V-shaped notch throueh said openii^: and locked Into 
said retaining section locking said compartment door in the dose d position. 

2. (Currently Amended) The push-pud\ latch of claim 1^ wherein 
mid ^hptirinl wfllln walls of said opening flex out when &e s|ud guide member is 
subjected to a force greater than a predetemiined force value allowing said gmde 
member through to said retairung section. 

3. (Original) The push-push latch of daim 1 further comprising a 
connector attached to the compartment door. 

4. (Canceled) 
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5. (Canceled) 

6. (Origiiial) "nifi push-push latch of claiai 1/ wherein said heart 
shaped track further includes a pathway A, a pathway B, a first comer, a 
pathway C, a pathway D, a second comer, and a pathway E, wherein said 
pathway A is adjacent said pathway B and said pathway E, said pathway B is 
adjacent said first comer, said first comer is adjacent said pathway C, said 
pathway C is adjacent said V-shaped notch, said V-shaped notch is adjacent said 
pathway D, said pathway D is adjacent said second comer, and said second 
comer is adjacent pathway E. 

7. (Original) The push-push latch of daim 6 wherein when the 
compartment door is in the opened position, said guide member is positioned in 
said pathway A. 

8. (Original) Ihe push-push latch of daim 6 wherein when the 
compartment door is moving fi:om ttic opened position into the dosed position, 
said guide member travels from said pathway A into and along the length of said 
pattiway B, around said first comer, into and along the length of said patitway C, 
and coming to a rest in said V-shaped notch. 

9. (Original) The p\jsh-push latdn of claim 6 wherein when the 
rompartment door is movir« from the dosed position into the opened position, 
said guide member travels from said V-shaped notch, into and along the length 
of said pathway D, around said second comer, into and along the length of said 
pathway £, and into said pathway A. 

10. (Currently Amended) The push-push latch of claim 6 wherein 
when the compartment door is in the dosed position and subjected to a force 
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greater than a predetermined value, said guide meixiber moves from said V- 
shaped notch into said opening €hai«*d and comes to a rest in said retaining 
section^ 

11. (Original) The push-push latch of claim 1, wherein said V- 
shaped notch includes a waU that assists in retaining said guide member in the 
closed positioxv 

12. (Original) The push-push latch of claim 1, wherein said track 
member defines an axis and said guide member moves radiaUy with respect to 
tiie axis to travel within said heart-shaped track. 

13. (Original) The push-push latch of claim I, wherein said storage 
compartment is in an automobile. 

14. (Original) The push-push latch of claim 1, wherein said heart 
shaped track further includes a first pathway, a second pathway, a first comer, a 
third pathway, a f ourtfi pathway, a second comer, and a fifth pathway, wherein 
said first pathway is adjacent said second pathway and said fifth patfiway, said 
second pathway is adjacent said first comer, said first comer is adjacent said 
third pathway, said third pathway is adjacent said V-shaped notch, said V- 
shaped notch is adjacent said fourlh pathway, said fourth pathway i$ adjacent 
said second cornier, and said second comer is adjacent said fifth pathway- 



15, (CuiTcntiy Amended) A storage compartment comprising: 
a compartment body; 

a compartment door that is attached to said compartment body and moves 
between a dosed position and an opened position; 

a puah-push latch that is attadied to said compartment body and engages 
said compartment door, said push-push latch having a track member defining a 
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generaUy heart shaped trade having a generaUy V-shaped notch, a guide member 
that moves within said track to facilitate posilionii\g said c»mpartment door in 
the closed position when said guide member rests in the V-shaped notch, 
wherein said track member is molded from a polymer and includes an integrated 
retaining section adjacent said V-shaped notch and an op^njng a-^i»»el 
connecting said V-shaped notch Itcart ohapcd track and said retaining section. 



opening 



heart shaped track; and 

wherein when the compartment door is in the closed position and the 
guide member is positioned in the V-shaped notch and when subjected to a force 
greater than a predetermined value said guide member is forced dff$<;tly from 
said V-shaped notch through said opening ^t^aei and locked into said retaining 
section. 



16. (Currently Amended) The storage compartment of claim 15 
wherein said opening ehsamel walls flex out when the guide member is subjected 
to a force greater ttian a predetermined force value allowing said guide member 
tiirough to said retaining section. 

17. (Original) The storage compartment of claim 15 wherein said 
track member defines an axis and said guide member moves radially with 
respect to the axis to travel within said heart-shaped tracic 

18. (OriKittal) The storage compartment of daim 15 wherein said 
heart shaped track further includes a first pattiway, a second pathway/ a first 
comer, a third pathway, a fourth pathway, a second corner, and a fifth pathway, 
wherein said first pathway is adjacent said second pathway and said fifdi 
pathway, said second pathway is adjacent said first comer, said first comer is 
adjacent said third pathway, said third pathway is adjacent said V-shaped notch, 
said V-shaped notch is adjacent said fourth pathway, said fourth pathway is 
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adjacent said second corner, and said second corner is adjacent said fifth 
pathway. 

19. (Original) A method of locking a compartment door in a closed 
position when subjected to an excessive force, wherein the compartment door 
moves between an opened and a dosed position via a push-push latch made 
from a polymer and having a track member and a guide member, comprising tiie 
steps of: 

A. ) subjecting the door of the compartment to an excessive force; 

B. ) catising a guide member through a channel in a track 

member wherein the channel walls flex out allowing the 
guide member through; and 

C. ) retaining the guide member in an integrated retaining 

section when the channel walls flex in. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising manually 
removing the guide member from the retaining section. 

21. (New) The t>ush-push latch of claim 3 wherei n said track 
member includes a damp member having a first end and a sec ond end, said first 
end indudes a protrusion and said second en d is pivotally attached to said track 
member. 



22. (New) The push-push 



attached 



compartment door and said second end indudes a protrusion th at matingly 
engages with said clamp member protrusion to secure the compar tment door in 
the closed position. 
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23. (New) The mish-ptish latch of c laim 22 wherein the storage 
^f^m partaifflit inrlude^ a recess; for receipt o f said ttack member and said track 
member is spring loaded within t he recess. 

24. (New) A ptLsh'Piash latch attached to a sto rage compartment 
having a door, wherein the push-DUsh latch travels a routine path during normal 
operation allowing the door to move between an opened position and a closed 
position and the push-push latch travels a non-routine path when the door is 
subjected to a force tfteater than a predetermined forc e locking the door in a 
closed position^ said push-push latch comprising: 

a track member defining a routine path of travel having a generally heart 
shaped track indudinc; a generally V-shaped notch and a non-routine path of 
travel inclu dinp f an opening connecting said V-shaped notch and a retaining 
section wherein said opening is narrower than the width of all pathways in the 

heart shaped track; 

a guide member that moves within said heart shaped tra ck during normal 
operation to facilitate positioning said compartment door in ftte c losed position 
when said guide member rests in the V-shaped notch an d said gxiide member 
moves through said opening into said refc ^inin g section when subjected to a force 
greater than a predetermined value- 
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